
 Giving Children a Home

O
n July 18, 2013, the children led the 
countdown to the start of demolition 
work to the Thrift Store garages in 
order to pave the way for the new 

residential cottages.  
      Also that day, St. Joe’s unveiled the 
GIVE FIVE campaign to raise the $5.5 million 

necessary to build the four new cottages.  
Ja Hillebrand, Chairman of The SJ KIDS 
Foundation, stood at the site of the new 
cottages with the children, all in hard hats.  
Hillebrand said, “By giving $5, $50, $500, 
or $5,000, you are helping to build a better 
tomorrow for some of Louisville’s most 
vulnerable children.  You are becoming a 
part of the storied history of St. Joe’s by 
helping provide a brighter future for the 
many children we serve.” 
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n December 2013, the Therapeutic Foster Care and 
Adoption Program proudly announced its 100th adop-
tion since 2003.  
      The children were so excited – their smiles said it 

all!  On their adoption day, each child receives a beautiful 
handmade quilt made by the St. Joseph Sewing Society 
and a special handmade card.
      According to a Foster Care Specialist, one of the best 
parts of working in this program is encouraging children 
who have been traumatized, who have no hope, to be 
able to share success stories, and help them believe that 
there is a forever family for them.  Ethan is one such boy, 
who was three when he came to St. Joe’s.  He is now 
seven years old and went through four different foster 
homes before finding his “forever family” and being 
adopted in December.  
      The Program cares for children from birth through 20 years old, and the average age is 
between eight and 18.  However, less than two months ago we received TWO emergency 

placements into foster care, and within 24 hours we accepted 
six children under the age of four.  When emergency place-
ments occur, staff delves into its Resource Room to find a 
supply of items for children from birth to 20.
      St. Joe’s offers lifelong support to its families through 
monthly meetings, and annual parties: an Appreciation Dinner, 
Back to School event; Halloween party; and Christmas party.  
Our program is special because our families are given 24/7 
crisis support and a therapist for their individual and fam-
ily needs. This makes the chances for success better for the 
families and the children!

*Of the 45 children served in 2013, nine (20%) were adopted.

Our 
100th 

Adoption!

Clearing the Way for New 
Residential Cottages
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Foster the Future by Saying 
Yes to a Child in Need.



We Have a lot to 
catch up on!
You may have noticed we 
skipped an edition of the 
newsletter last year.  In an 
effort to conserve resources 
and readjust our printing 
schedule, we decided to send 
only one newsletter last year.  
We will resume our regular 
schedule of a Summer and 
Winter Newsletter in 2014. 
Keep up with us monthly by 
email and Facebook. Contact 
Pam Stone for monthly 
communications.

Thank you!

Pam’s 
Corner

Pamela Cotton,
Executive Director

D
uring the school year, most days, from 
3:00 – 5:00 my office becomes an 
after school hang-out.  For the children 
in our Residential Care who are able to 

go off-campus for JCPS schooling, they ride 
the bus home like most kids.  When they 
walk in the door, they want to throw their 
backpacks down, take their shoes off, and 
have a snack.  And that is exactly what I 
do with them.  We try hard to offer healthy, 
balanced choices, instead of the usual junk 
food and sodas.  So I spend half of my time 
debating with them over what snack they 
get, how many cashews or yogurts, juice 
boxes, etc.  Usually, I lose the debate.  But 
much to my surprise, most of our kid’s favor-
ite snack, is hard boiled eggs!  They love the 
cracking and unwrapping of the hard shell 
and boy what a mess my office is.  While 
they eat, drink, and relax, we all talk about 

our days, good and bad, their grades, their 
accomplishments, and goals.  You would 
be surprised what they say after school- 
over their eggs.  Somehow, it is when they 
are most relaxed, talkative, insightful, and 
forthcoming about their feelings, thoughts, 
and worries.  Most days I just try to listen 
and encourage them; to remind them that 
their past is their PAST, and only they can 
choose to change their future.  That is what 
we do at St. Joe’s:  help them start over, and 
believe that it is possible.  Sometimes they 
truly hear me, sometimes they do not.  But 
every day from 3-5, we will still have our 
deep conversations -over boiled eggs.

Deep Conversations 
with Boiled Eggs

      The four new residential cottages will provide a more 
therapeutic, home-like environment for up to 48 children.  Each 
cottage will have a community area, single bedrooms (which 
they do not have now), counseling rooms, a kitchen and a 
dining room, and common areas to spend time together.  Abel 
Construction Company, Inc. is overseeing the new addition to 
the campus.  
      As of December 31, 2013, the Foundation had raised nearly 

$4 million.  Some major donors to the 
cottages include: the Marshall Charitable 
Foundation, the Gheens Foundation, 
Porcini Farmer Children’s Foundation, James 
Graham Brown Foundation, Brown- Forman 
Corporation, Clark Family Foundation, 
Lancaster Family Fund, WHAS Crusade for 
Children and other key partners. 
      If you would like to GIVE FIVE today, 
and help build the new cottages, visit our 
website at www.sjkids.org to donate on-
line today, or send a check to our Frankfort 
Avenue Campus, ATTN: Andrea Pridham, 
Development Director.

Continued from previous page

T
he 40 children in the Residential 
Treatment Program who call St. 
Joe’s home get plenty of posi-
tive, active, and healthy activities 

to keep them busy.  For traumatized 
children it is crucial to occupy their time 
constructively and keep them moving.  
Here are some snapshots of just a few 
of the activities they enjoy all year long.

Thank you to 
Texas Roadhouse 

Internal Audit 
Department for all 

the support they 
provide to our kids all 

year long! 

Fishing at Deam Lake

Face Painting at Mellwood Art Fair

An exterior 
rendering of a 
new cottage. 
Courtesy of Abel 
Construction.

Ja Hillebrand 
and St. Joe’s kids 
countdown to the 
demolition.

At the 
Louisville ZOO!

Thank you to Stoll, Keenen 
and Ogden for tickets 
to the U of L. Basketball 
Game!

Face Painting at Mellwood Art Fair

Louisville ZOO!

Game!

Life at St. Joe’s
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Child Development Center
Getting Children Ready for Kindergarten

S
t. Joe’s Child Development Center 
(CDC), established in 1981, not only 
is an award winning program, but 
has competitive curriculum, quality 

and trustworthy care, and even an after-
school program.   Since 1981, thousands 
of parents and caregivers have trusted 
top notch teachers to care for and teach 
their children, ages 6 weeks through 
preschool – and most importantly, get-
ting them ready for primary school.  
      Ms. Cindy Kincheloe realized early in 
1985 that she belonged in early child-
hood education, and  she has worked at 
St. Joe’s over 25 years.  She is a humble 
individual and quick to give equal credit 
to Ms. Abby Hungate, her co-teacher for 
the past year. Together, they provide a 
happy, healthy and fun environment for 
4- and 5-year old preschoolers that not 
only encourages them to learn but also 
prepares them for kindergarten!  
      In their class – the “Amigo’s Class” 
– there is a strong emphasis on com-
munication with parents.  A “commu-
nication wall” makes them aware of 
anything they need to know about the 
week, including class helpers, books 
orders, a weekly theme and “what we 
did today.”    A monthly newsletter goes 
out to parents explaining the upcoming 
themes, activities and other classroom 
news.  Outside the room is a picture of 
each child with a clothespin underneath 
holding art work and special papers for 
their parents. 
      Ms. Cindy has great experience in 
knowing the best methods and tools for 
her kids to learn.  The children practice 
their manners daily.  She provides many 
hands-on-activities, such as cooking 
projects.  The children have made bread, 
pudding and even GREEN EGGS AND 
HAM!  There is always a Weekly Theme 
centering on language arts, art activities 

and books.  
      Ms. Cindy provides her students with 
both time for play and education.  When 
you enter her room you see Wilbert the 
Frog swimming in an aquarium over in 
the Science Center corner.  Ms. Cindy’s 
students choose their jobs and one of 
the favorite chores is to feed Wilbert!  
The students think it is fun, but Ms. 
Cindy knows that this is the groundwork 
for children to learn to work in groups 
and independently.  
      Bright colorful posters surround the 
room teaching the alphabet, numbers, 
shapes and other preschool themes.  A 
writing center encourages pictures and 
words. A library involves students in 
reading quietly.  Computers and puzzles 
of all shapes and sizes stimulate the 
children and they are learning cognitive 
skills that benefit them forever.
      According to Ms. Cindy, It is always 
SO rewarding to have children and 
parents come back for a visit years later, 
and tell her and the other teachers and 
staff how much St. Joe’s provided a 

learning foundation for their children.  St. 
Joe’s truly serves our mission of “Giving 
Children a Home” to all of the children in 
the CDC.
      Do you have fond memories of Ms. 
Cindy or another teacher at St. Joe’s? If 
so, we’d love to hear your stories.  Just 
send them to Laura Paine at laurab@
sjkids.org.

LITE 106.9’s The Ramsey Brothers, on a recent visit to Ms. Cindy’s Amigos Class

Congratulations to 
CDC teacher Carol Smith 
who retired in January 2014.  We are very thankful 
to  Carol for her many years of love and dedication 
to the children in her care.  
Good Luck!

Greater Louisville 
Dart Association 
Annual Dart 
Charity Shoot 
at the Moose 
Lodge in 
Sellersburg, IN

British 
Sports Car 
Show, held 
annually in 
June on St. 
Joe’s Front 
Lawn

St. Joe’s hosted several Food Truck Sundays with the Frankfort 
Avenue Business Association in 2013

Thank You to WDJX’s Ben Davis and Kelly K, Wild Eggs, and 
Buffalo Wild Wings for hosting the first Wild Wednesday for 
our kids!

2013 Events

Ms. Abby (left), The Amigos Class, and Ms. Cindy (right)

The students think it is fun, but Ms. 
Cindy knows that this is the groundwork 
for children to learn to work in groups 

      Bright colorful posters surround the 
room teaching the alphabet, numbers, 
shapes and other preschool themes.  A 
writing center encourages pictures and 
words. A library involves students in 
reading quietly.  Computers and puzzles 
of all shapes and sizes stimulate the 
children and they are learning cognitive 

      According to Ms. Cindy, It is always 
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Congratulations to 
CDC teacher Carol Smith
who retired in January 2014.  We are very thankful 
to  Carol for her many years of love and dedication 
to the children in her care.  
Good Luck!

Ms. Abby (left), The Amigos Class, and Ms. Cindy (right)



Annual Report
2012 Revenues  Total $5,927,785

n Residential 
n CDC 
n Picnic 
n Contributions 
n Dues, Legacies & Misc 
n Foster Care 
n Thrift Store 
n Sales of Assets 
n Government Subsidies 

2012 Expenses  Total $6,252,213

T
he 164th Picnic with a Purpose 
highlighted the three core programs 
at St. Joe’s.  We wanted to merge 
the mission of the agency with the 

fun of the Picnic; so that every visitor 
left with a better understanding of the 
important work we do at St. Joe’s. The 
Picnic had more corporate support in 
2013 than ever before.  Thank you to our 
lead sponsors: Applebee’s, Ford Motor 
Company/U.A.W., Summit Radio, Abel 
Construction Company, CBS Outdoor, 
Byron Electric, Stock Yards Bank and 
Trust, Sterling Thompson, Anheuser-
Busch,  and Marian Development Group.  
As usual, the Cake booth was a tremen-
dous success and grows every year, the 
fried chicken was fresh and hot, the 
booths were crowded, and families and 
friends enjoyed each other’s company.  
The Picnic is like a family reunion and 
will continue to serve one purpose: the 
children of St. Joe’s.  Every penny raised 
goes back to Giving Children a Home.   
      Thank you so much to the Booth 
Captains, Parishes, and thousands of 
volunteers and supporters who come 
out year after year to help our children 
in crisis. 

      

Thank you so much to the group from St. 
Aloysius, who fried chicken this year!

Friday Night Live! welcomed Billy Goat Strut 
Revue to this year’s lineup.

Thank you so much to Applebee’s for their 
continued support of the Picnic

Picnic with a Purpose
164th Annual Orphans’ Picnic

Thurman Senn with Most Rev. Joseph E. 
Kurtz, Archbishop of Louisville.

E
very year thousands of volun-
teers, individuals and corporations, 
come to St. Joe’s for a vast array of 
projects, tasks, activities, etc.  From 

painting, to mulching, to cleaning toys, 
there is so much to keep us busy on our 
Frankfort Avenue campus.  We are so 
grateful for all of the support and care 
from all of you; we truly could not do it 
without you!
      UPS has been a generous corpo-
rate partner to the volunteer program 
at St. Joe’s.  Every month, a group of 20 
newly appointed supervisors volunteer 
as part of their ‘supervisor school’.  The 
volunteers help with anything we need, 
including painting, set up and break 
down of our Annual Orphan’s Picnic, and 

more.  We also have additional volun-
teer groups and individuals from UPS to 
help with additional volunteer needs.

Volunteers
We Couldn’t Do It Without You!

Thank you to UPS for all they do for our 
kids!

Thank you so much to Ford/U.A.W. for their 
tremendous support of our kids all year 
long.

164th  
ST. JOSEPH ORPHANS’ 

PICNIC
Lic. No. ORG0000688
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AUG. 10AUG. 10
Picnic with a 
Purpose!

Lic. No. ORG0000688
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Technologies

Voice   •   Data   •   Security

WDRB’s Keith Kaiser and SJKIDS Foundation 
Board Chair Ja Hillebrand promote GIVE 5

See you on August 9th for PICNIC 165!

• Thrift Store  50,894

• Foster Care  824,088

• Picnic  608,253

• Dues, Legacies & Misc  153,940

• Contributions  336,474

• Government Subsidies  75,967

• CDC  1,226,024

• Residential  2,652,145

• Sale of Assets  0

Food Services & Supplies  225,871 •

Program Supplies & Expenses  247,109 •

Education & Entertainment  381,315 •

Property Maint & Utilities  396,784 •

Public Relations  53,165 •

Insurance  76,754 •

Travel, Business & Prof. Fees  207,399 •

Salary & Benefits  4,663,816 •

n Salary & Benefits 
n Public Relations
n Property Mantenance & Utilities
n Education & Entertainment
n Program Supplies & Expenses
n Food Services & Supplies
n Travel, Business & Professional Fees
n Insurance
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If you or your organization would 
like to volunteer; or if you would 
like to organize a wish list collection, 
please contact Kate Biagi at 
kateb@sjkids.org, or (502) 893-0241, 
ext 279.

If you would like to receive your 
St. Joe’s newsletter by email, 
contact Pam Stone at 
pams@sjkids.org

2014 Save the Dates
January 14: Foster Care Training Begins, 

      contact Lisa Barber-Atwell

February 5: Annual Society Member’s meeting, 7:00 pm

March 19: St. Joseph Day Celebration, Mass and Reception 

April 10:  Foster Care Training

May 17: Greater Louisville Dart Shoot

June 6-7: British Sports Car Show

July 8: Foster Care Training

August 8-9: Friday Night Live! and PICNIC 165

September 25: Foster Care Training

December: TBD, WDJX event

Pam Cotton, Executive Director
 
Board of Trustees
M. Thurman Senn, President
Chuck Nopper, Vice President, Picnic Chair
Barbara Carter, Second Vice President
Craig Harbsmeier, Treasurer
James A. Hillebrand, Financial Secretary
Kelly S. Henry, Recording Secretary
Alex Ratterman
Chris Whelan

Wish List – new items needed

Gift Cards for outings (restaurants, bookstores, movies)
AA, AAA, 9V, C and D – Batteries for toys
Flashlights and Night lights
Lego kits/ Board games/ Card games
Art kits, Art supplies
Inexpensive MP3 players/ Radios with CD players
Basketball goals for bedroom doors
Bath/Toiletry kits/ Perfume/ Cologne
Plastic shoe boxes with lids – for toiletries
Preteen girl stuff (earrings, hair accessories, books on CD,
   journals, music CDs, purses, bags, etc)
Magazine subscriptions, i.e. Teen Celebrity
Duffle bags (to transport personal belongings)
Storage containers (18/22 gallon tubs)
Three – drawer organizers 
Digital cameras
Vacuum cleaners

Pajamas – Boys - Adult S-XL, child size S-XL
Pajamas – Girls – up to size 8
Athletic Shorts: Youth L/XL, Adult S-L, male & female
Ankle socks, underwear, boxers, Bras-all sizes 
Shoes – teen girl size 6.5-9; teen boys size 5.5-11
Swimming suits/trunks, youth M-XL; Adult S-XL
Toiletries – Deodorant/ Body wash/ Shampoo
Individual Toothbrush holders and Soap holders
Hair products/ brushes/ combs (including African-American)
Thin, twin-size blankets (easy to fit in washer)
Towels, washcloths, beach towels
Diapers – preemie to size 3
Pull ups and Good-nites
Diaper wipes/ Baby bottles/ Sippy Cups
Bibs/ Baby Blankets
Clothing, socks & underwear, 6 mon – 4T
Pack N Plays (gently used okay)
Clorox wipes, Pinesol, Cleaning supplies
Brooms, dustpans, rakes


